The immunogenetics of bone marrow transplantation.
It is now clear that it is not necessary to use an HLA genotypically identical donor to have a successful marrow transplant. However, it is equally clear that the likelihood of complications increases with each increment in histoincompatibility. The implication is that histocompatibility testing must be of the highest possible precision to choose the optimal donor, and to predict the risk of adverse alloreactivity. Most clinicians would seriously consider transplantation from a one locus-mismatched relative or an HLA-matched unrelated donor in virtually any situation in which transplantation from a matched sibling would be felt to be the standard of care. More thought would need to go into transplantation from a two or three locus-mismatched relative or a mismatched unrelated donor.